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On the first day of the week, Mary of
Magdala came to the tomb early in the
morning, while it was still dark, and saw

the stone removed from the tomb.
–John 20:1

Being an April Fool
“So [Jesus] replied . . . ‘Go back and report to John what you have seen

and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed
to the poor.’” Luke 7:22
Well now, those are just fantastical claims! And only the tip of

the iceberg for Jesus Christ, whose ministry culminates in his
crucifixion and then begins, in earnest for his followers, by his
rising.
Planning to live that Gospel life, proclaiming miracles, good

news and salvation—well, that is just setting us up to look like
fools. Luckily, there’s a long, prestigious line of fools in our
collective religious family: Noah, who built a crazy-big, animal-
bearing boat; Job, who hung in there through thick and thin and
thin and thinner; David, who danced “with all his might” before
the ark of the Lord; the disciples, who in the wake of their leader’s
state-sanctioned execution continued to live the Gospel life in that
same location.
So Easter falls on April Fool’s Day this year and that seems,

honestly, to be appropriate. The Lord, submitted to forty days of
temptation and death on a cross, which is foolish for the Son of
God, but thank goodness he humbled himself to such a foolish
appearance. Perhaps, it is pushing it a little bit, but an argument
could be made that God is foolish in His perpetual love of us;
therefore, it is fitting symmetry for us risking looking the fool in
love of God.
Mary Magdalene must have sounded preposterous, and John

and Peter running across town to the cemetery must have looked
silly. But such is the enthusiasm of the fool for Christ, that it often
manifests as blessed courage.
“ . . .the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.

Blessed is any one who does not stumble on account of me.’” Luke 7:22
–Kathy Judge





✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠✠

No se pierda el artículo sobre
Cristo Rey OKC escuela
pagina 7



2

I was adopted when I was three months old and I would
like to share my story.
For as long as I can remember, I knew I was adopted.

No matter what questions I had, Dad and Mom always
answered them. They always encouraged me to look for
my birth family, but I didn’t want to because I was afraid
it would hurt them.
When I was pregnant with our daughter, I had more

questions. What did my birth parents look like? Were
there brothers or sisters? My Mom told me the birth
mother looked Native American and she was as tall as
me. The birth dad was about the same height and size as
Pat [Determan].
When I was three months old, I had whooping cough

and was not expected to live. My health was the reason I
was adopted. A friend of my adoptive parents had a
friend who knew the birth parents. She gave my Mom
their name and Mom gave it to an attorney.
Within a week I was adopted in Chicago by my Dad,

Edward and my Mom, Adele. My Mom and Dad lived in
Arkansas.They put me in a laundry basket and drove half
way. In a hotel, my first bed was a dresser drawer!
Once we arrived in Hot Springs, my Mom took me to

the doctor. Thank you Dr Klugh!
I was raised an only child. As the years passed, I won-

dered what it would be like to have a brother or sister.
Then I met Pat who has seven siblings!
Growing up, cousins and I were like brother and sis-

ters. I love them very much. We three keep in touch.
In 1993, when I was in my 40s and my children were

teenagers, I looked for my birth parents. Our friend, a
private investigator, with the help of my adoption pa-
pers, my birth certificate and a letter with the birth par-
ents' last name, found them within a week.
I discovered I have seven brothers and two sisters!

My family is bigger than Pat’s! One brother asked if he
could give the rest of the siblings my phone number.
This was on Monday. By Friday, three of them rang my
doorbell.

One of the brothers planned a party so I could meet
them, including the birth mother. The birth dad had
passed away a few years before.
My adoptive father, my Dad, passed away in 1990 but

Pat and I wanted my Mom and our two kids (Stacie and
Jim) to go with us to the party.
My birth family lives in Milwaukee. When the birth

mother arrived, I felt like it took me forever to walk
across the room to meet her. I did find out that I am
Oneida Indian. My birth mother, Esther, passed away in
1999 but I keep in touch with the rest of the family. My
Mom, Adele, also passed away the same year, the day
before my birthday. It was her last gift to me, not to die
on my birthday.
Three years later, we discovered another sister, June.

June. June and I were the only adoptees from the family
of seven sons and three daughters.
I wanted to put an ending to this article but there really

is no ending, just a beginning.

Ed. Note: The Determans are a charter member family. They are a beloved group who have served in various ministries since the
parish’s beginnings in 1954. Ruby and Adrian (“Bosco”) Determan, founding members (both deceased), were Libby’s in-laws.
When Determans gather today, Ruby and Bosco’s children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren and families number 141
persons!

My Adoption
by Libby Determan

Jesus said [to Thomas], "Have you come
to believe because you have seen me?

Blessed are those who have not seen and
have believed." – John 20: 29
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Two years ago, parishioner Doris Stone and I were sack-
ing groceries at the Dorothy Day Center for the Holiday
Program. An Advent Penance Rite was scheduled at the
church for the same evening. “Come on, let’s go over and
go to Confession,” she said. Doris is a persuasive person
and I followed her lead, though I had never attended a
communal Penance Rite. Too public for me.
My apprehensions fell away as we sang a favorite Ad-

vent hymn, People Look East, we greeted each other,
heard the wisdom of Isaiah, a Psalm, and the Gospel words
in Mark 7: 31-37, “immediately his ears were opened, his
tongue was released” (as ours should be at this sacred and
personal time). A communally recited Act of Contrition
made me feel close to every person there, and not so bad
about myself, as we acknowledged our universal weakness
and sinfulness.
We lined up at a respectful distance in the pew aisles.

Fifteen or so priests were stationed far apart on the altar.
Nothing could be overheard. I had the blessing to approach
Father Rex Arnold, Pastor of St. John Nepomuk in Yukon.
After he absolved me and delivered a light but fair
penance, he said, “Are you a coffee drinker?” “Yes!” I said
emphatically. “Well, have a cup of coffee with the Lord to-
morrow morning.”
What a spiritually refreshing practice that has become. It

only takes a few minutes. While I confess it doesn’t hap-
pen every morning, I have shared this advice with others.
“Have a cup of coffee with the Lord!” is on an index card
on my fridge. My friend Doris took up the unusual devo-
tional and enthusiastically told ten more people. Perhaps
each of them told ten others. Perhaps this is one way to
evangelize.
She said, “I find it enormously comforting simply be-

cause the cup of coffee in the morning has taken on a dif-
ferent importance. It is not only for my body it is also for
my soul. It lifts me up.”
Whether you are shy or outgoing about confessing, Fa-

ther John Paul Lewis recently allayed our fears by saying,
“There will be fifteen priests hearing confessions. I can
guarantee you there will be someone there you don’t
know.” So step up at the next communal Penance rite. And
whether you like it black, or with cream and sugar, have a
peaceful and prayerful cup of coffee with the Lord tomor-
row morning.

—Monica Knudsen
“You forgave the iniquity of your people. You pardoned

all their sin.” Psalm 85:2
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Have a Cup of Coffee with the Lord!

Benedictine Oblates at Mount St. Scholastica
Benedictine Oblates are Christian women and men

from any walk of life who seek to live a life in
harmony with the spirit of St. Benedict as it is found
in both the Rule of Saint Benedict and in its
contemporary expression.
They choose to associate themselves with a

particular monastery because of a personal connection
with its members and spirit. In doing so, they share in
the prayer of the monastery and in its efforts to live
more completely what it means to be a Christian.
They are aided in developing their own spirituality
through regular personal prayer of the Liturgy of the
Hours, study of the scriptures and the Holy Rule as
well as other spiritual reading (lectio), and the practice
of such virtues as humility, hospitality, community,
stewardship, mindfulness and peacemaking, which are
particularly emphasized in Benedictine spirituality.
They and the sisters also feel a sense of shared
community and mutual support.
Mount St. Scholastica has over 200 oblates. As they

are able, they meet monthly in regional groups
including the Oklahoma City area.
If you would like more information about Oblates of

Mount St. Scholastica, contact:
Sister Melissa Letts
melissaannaletts@yahoo.com




   
The Red Plains Benedictine Oblates of Mount
St. Scholastica of Atchison, KS
meet every 2nd Saturday each month at
St. Charles Borromeo, 5024 N.Grove Ave. in Rm. A/B
from 12 Noon to 2-2:30 pm. Meetings include Lectio
Divina on the next day's Sunday Gospel, a shortened
Vespers prayer and discussion on our study of
Benedictine spirituality. All interested in learning
about St. Benedict's path of seeking God are invited to
just come or contact Judith Martin at:
(405) 635-5665
jmmartinosb@yahoo.com
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In the summer of 1938, following his ordination in
Louvain, Belgium, Father Don Kanaly returned to Okla-
homa to begin his priestly ministry. He was filled with
zeal for the See-Judge-Act approach to Catholic Action
spearheaded by Belgian priest Msgr. Josef Cardijn.
Bishop of Oklahoma Francis Kelley fully supported Fa-
ther Kanaly's commitment to Cardijn's work and urged
him to implement the program in Oklahoma and also
take the message to national Catholic leaders. Among
the national leaders he influenced were well known or-
ganizer Msgr. Reynold Hillenbrand of Chicago and Holy
Cross Father Louis Putz of Notre Dame. In the first cou-
ple years as a priest Father Kanaly traveled the U.S. pro-
moting the innovative Catholic Action program.
In 1940 Father Kanaly was named chaplain at the El

Reno Federal Reformatory and lived in Geary with the
resident priest Father Neville. He passed through
Calumet coming and going to El Reno. It was a natural
thing for him to begin to celebrate Sunday Mass in
Calumet where they had no regular priest and to connect
with the townspeople. In the fall of 1941 an old house
near the church became available and the parish pur-
chased and renovated it. In the spring of 1942 Father
Kanaly moved into the rectory and was named pastor of
St. Anthony Catholic Church in Calumet.
At the reformatory he created small groups among the

inmates and developed personal relationships with them.
Many were baptized during the seven years he served
there, including inmate Francis McCowen who later be-
came Hollywood star Rory Calhoun. On a cross country
lecture tour in 1942, Dorothy Day stopped in El Reno to
visit Father Kanaly and see his study groups in action.
She later wrote that community gardens were being
talked about in the parishes of Geary and Calumet.
During his 18 years there, Father Don fully imple-

mented Cardijn's faith in action philosophy in the com-
munity of Calumet. His persuasive down-to-earth caring
way won their hearts. He developed adult study groups,
established a youth program, summer bible school, and a
unique self-help building program. Building projects in-
cluded renovating the drafty old 1913 wooden church.
A new stone parish hall which included a small rectory
was the first big project. They had no meeting space ex-
cept the church itself. To save money they blasted and
cut limestone from their farms, held fundraisers and built
the church hall with their own hands. They were used to
taking care of their homes and farms. They worked to-
gether and taught each other new skills. The building of

the new parish hall developed fellowship and cama-
raderie and provided a place for meetings, social events
and dances for the youth.
The parish hall was completed in 1947, the same year

the bishop added director of Youth Programs for the
Diocese to Father Kanaly's responsibilities. He worked
with priests across the state to establish Young Christian
Student (YCS) groups using the See-Judge-Act program.
The Catholic population of Oklahoma was less than 3
percent at the time and virtually invisible. He wanted
Catholic youth to come together and make a public state-
ment. The first youth rally included an open air Benedic-
tion in front of Oklahoma City's Municipal Auditorium
and a parade. An estimated 5,000 students marched
down Main Street that day, and even more in the next
event in Tulsa. The Southwest Courier estimated 10,000
participated in the third event in Oklahoma City. They
marched in the streets singing “An Army of Youth” an
original song written for the rallies. Some carried ban-
ners, some rode on floats and they all sang. It was an
awesome sight and unforgettable for the participants.
There was more building to be done in Calumet. Near-
ly ten years after the parish hall was built, the people of
Calumet fearlessly took on the project of building a new
church. The old church was torn down and Mass was
celebrated in the parish hall. The entire parish worked
together to built a beautiful new church dedicated to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. They hauled sand and dug
limestone and other native stone from their farms; cut
down black walnut and oak trees for pews, pulpit and
sacristy cabinets; they made beams and arches from Cal-
ifornia redwood. Everything in the new church was hand
crafted except the bell and organ. Men, women and chil-
dren participated in the two year project.
In the summer of 1958, Bishop Victor Reed reassigned

Msgr. Kanaly to St. Patrick's parish in Oklahoma City to
build a new church there. He would use the same self-
help approach as in Calumet, but on a much larger scale.
Monsignor wanted a church that was simple, practical,
liturgically in keeping with the mind of the church and a
work of art. For two years, more than 500 men, women
and children worked evenings, Saturdays, holidays, and
even some Sundays to complete the church. It was a
mammoth project. As many as 100 workers turned out in
a single day to dig the excavation. Parishioners hauled,
cut and laid the stone for the flooring. They molded and
erected the 52 concrete angels and walls. They did all the

Part II: Monsignor Don Kanaly – Pioneer of Catholic Action

. . . continued on page 5



staining and painting and built the sacristy cabinets and
pews. St. Patrick's Church won the Gold Medal for best
example of Church architecture in the United States in
1962, the year of its completion.
Msgr. Kanaly was a visionary and a leader. He would

be very happy to see the many examples of Catholic Ac-
tion at work in the St. Charles Borromeo Catholic com-
munity. Some prime examples are our Dorothy Day
Center volunteers and the hundreds of people who bene-
fit monthly from our food programs, including Mobile
meals. Our clinic and St. Vincent de Paul volunteers
help those in need, and our Right to Life and Social Jus-
tice ministries are visible examples of Catholic Action.
Many other person to person ministries within our
church community help us help each other to grow as
Christians.
The people who helped build The Immaculate Heart of

Mary and St. Patrick's churches have said they were
changed forever by the experience of commitment, in-
vestment and community. As we prepare to embark on a
church building program at St. Charles, let us draw in-
spiration from Msgr. Kanaly and the people of Calumet
and St. Patrick's as we consider our investment in the fu-
ture expansion of St. Charles Borromeo Catholic
Church.
Sources: The Hidden Treasure of Calumet, A Biography by
Danna Schweitzer; and St. Patrick's Roman Catholic
Church, A History 1950 – 1978, (a St. Patrick's Church pub-
lication)

—Kathleen Marks

6 What is the world's most popular wine?

I don’t like Brussels sprouts.

6 How do chickens dance?

Chick to chick.

6 She had a boyfriend with a wooden leg,

but broke it off.

6 Why can't a bicycle stand on its own?

Because it's two tired.

6 Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses.

6 Time flies like an arrow.

Fruit flies like a banana
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AN ARMY OF YOUTH
by Daniel A. Lord SJ

An army of youth flying the standards of Truth,

We're fighting for Christ the Lord.

Heads lifted high, Catholic Action our cry,

And the Cross our only sword.

On earth's battle field never a vantage we'll yield

As dauntlessly on we swing.

Comrades true, dare and do 'neath the Queen's

white and blue

For our flag, for our faith, for Christ the King!

Christ lifts his hands, the King commands:

His challenge, “Come and follow me.”

From ev'ry side, with eager stride,

We form in the lines of victory.

Let foemen lurk, and laggards shirk,

We throw our fortunes with the Lord.

Mary's son, till the world is won,

We have pledged you our loyal word.

St. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor
c.1033 – 1109

   

First published in 1932 in The Queen's Work, the magazine of
the Jesuit-sponsored Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary.



From the 2nd Grade
Second grade teacher, Kaylee, had her baby!

Congratulations!
We are also excited and happy to have Catherine

Lewis with us. Catherine is Father John Paul’s sister.
She will be our new second grade teacher while Kaylee
is on maternity leave. Kaylee will be back after Easter
for the remainder of the year, and then she will not be
returning the following school year in order to be with
her expanded family. In the meantime, Catherine will be
our new 2nd grade teacher. A very good time in 2nd
grade!

Subs
After Kaylee returns, Catherine will be helping us with

subbing for the remainder of the year. In addition, we
have an Archdiocesan employee, Anna Semtner, who
will fill in for us as well. While our STEM team was
gone, I had an old colleague, Mike Chavez, from Bishop
McGuinness High School help out. Carol Bertels also
has been substituting when she can. Stacey will be back
soon, after she finishes maternity leave.
We are blest to be surrounded by such a great

contingency of Catholic educators who can step in and
help where needed.

Extended Care
Most, if not all, know of the newer struggles which

Mary Minden-Zins has been facing with her cancer. This
past week, as she prayed and reflected, she has decided
to retire from her official position of Extended Care in
order to focus on herself and her family. Of course I told
her that she is more than welcome any time she wants to
come and be among us. Please continue to pray for her.
Carol Bertels is acting as the manager for Extended Care
and Elizabeth Guerra is taking over Mary’s hours. This
will be for the remainder of the year.

Maintenance director returning to work after a fall
off the roof
Mike Caton, Property Director, returned to work on

February 13th. He is not at one hundred percent but it
will be great to have him back. He said, “Trust me, no
one looks more forward to it than me. I am more than
happy to sign up again as Property Director.”

We all continue to work for the Good. God continues
to call us forward to be His servants and do His will as
we help people along the Way. May we continue to
grow, especially at the start of this Lenten season.

CARITAS CHRISTI

Todd B. Gungoll, M.S., Principal

April News from St. Charles School
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Parish Life
New Parishioners-February
Manual and Mirian Amador

Walter Brendy
Jose and Lucina Gaudalupe

Marcy Graham
Bryan and Blanca Ruiz

Anniversaries-April
Apr. Anniv.
05th Robert and Rosalie Stavinoha 21st

07th David and Connie Farthing 45th

James and Carol Heatherington 62nd

13th Rick and Lori Schmidt 28th

14th Rendell and Martha Shawnee 11th

15th Wes and Diane Boyd 30th

17th Mark and Sandra Carney 08th

Nathan and Lindsay Juarez 09th

21st Simon and Sheri Barrientes 20th

Cesar and Martha Garcia 11th

23rd Raymond and Catherine Kohn 24th

24th Dennis and Dianne Frazier 42nd

25th Angel and Mercedes Sanchez 26th

26th Thomas and Theresa Coleman 60th

Deaths-February
Diane Knipp

6 How did the blonde die ice fishing?
She was hit by the zamboni.

6 Why did the cowboy get a wiener dog?
He wanted to get a long little doggie.
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If your child is entering the 9th grade in Fall of 2018,
consider attending Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Catholic
High School. Cristo Rey OKC is a private Catholic high
school that is welcoming its first freshmen class later
this August. The school emphasizes elite academics, a
goal of 100 percent college admissions, and affordable
tuition offered on a sliding scale to meet every family’s
individual needs.
Cristo Rey OKC is part of the renowned national net-

work of Catholic schools that have been operating for 22
years with tremendous success. Cristo Rey schools are
best known for their unique Corporate Work Study Pro-
gram, where students work alongside professionals in an
office environment one day a week instead of attending
classes. In addition to learning important work skills and
gaining real life experience, students are compensated by
their Work Study employers with a salary that pays a
majority of their tuition.
Cristo Rey OKC boasts an impressive and quickly

growing menu of athletic and student life options, such
as soccer, basketball, track and competitive rowing
through the Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation.
Applications are still being accepted for the Fall of

2018! Apply to the school or receive more information
by visiting www.CristoReyOKC.org/admissions.
Applications are processed on a first come, first serve
basis, so we encourage interested families to apply
NOW to increase their student’s chances of admission.

–Alex Weintz

Si su hijo ingresa al noveno grado en el otoño de
2018, considere asistir a Cristo Rey Oklahoma City
Catholic High School. Cristo Rey OKC es una escuela
secundaria privada y católica que es acogedora su
primera clase de estudiantes de primer año a finales de
agosto. La escuela enfatiza los académicos de élite, una
meta de 100por ciento de admisiones a la universidad, y
la matrícula asequible se ofrece en una escala móvil
para satisfacer cadalas necesidades individuales de la
familia.
Cristo Rey OKC es parte de la reconocida red na-

cional de escuelas católicas que han sido operando du-
rante 22 años con tremendo éxito. Las escuelas de
Cristo Rey son mejor conocidas por su único programa
de estudio de trabajo corporativo, donde los estudiantes
trabajan junto a profesionales en una oficina ambiente
un día a la semana en lugar de asistir a clases. Además
de aprender un trabajo importante habilidades y obtener
experiencia de la vida real, los estudiantes son compen-
sados por su estudio de trabajo empleadores con un
salario que paga la mayoría de su matrícula.
Cristo Rey OKC cuenta con un impresionante y cre-

ciente menú de vida atlética y estudiantil opciones, co-
mo fútbol, básquetbol, atletismo y competencias de re-
mo patrocinadas por Oklahoma City Fundación
Boathouse.
¡Las solicitudes todavía se aceptan para el otoño de

2018! Para aplicar a la escuela o recibir más información
visite www.CristoReyOKC.org/admissions. Las
aplicaciones se procesan en un se atiende en orden en
que llegan, por lo que alentamos a las familias
interesadas a aplicar AHORA para aumentar su las
posibilidades de admisión del estudiante.

– Traducción de inglés a español de Jennifer Hernandez

Cristo Rey OKC






6 The short fortuneteller who escaped from prison

was a small medium at large.

6 He often broke into song

because he couldn't find the key.

6 What do you call a computer floating in the ocean?

A Dell Rolling in the Deep.

Triduum
Three days of Good Friday, Holy Saturday and

Easter Sunday. The Triduum begins with the Holy
Thursday vigil.

How the date for Easter is determined

“At the council of Nicaea in 325, all the Churches
agreed that Easter, the Christian Passover, should
be celebrated on the Sunday following the first full
moon after the vernal equinox” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church 1170).

COCOCOCO



*brackets indicate an Optional Memorial

April Saints and Days
01 Easter Sunday of the Resurretion of the Lord
02 Monday within the Octave of Easter
03 Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
04 Wednesday within the Octave of Easter
05 Thursday within the Octave of Easter
06 Friday within the Octave of Easter
07 Saturday within the Octave of Easter
08 Second Sunday of Easter or Sunday of Divine Mercy
09 The Annunciation of the Lord, Solemnity
11 St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr,Memorial
13 [St. Martin I, Pope and Martyr]
15 Third Sunday of Easter
21 [St. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor]
22 Fourth Sunday of Easter
23 [St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr]
24 [St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr]
25 St. Mark, Evangelist, Feast
28 [St. Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr;

St. Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest]
29 Fifth Sunday of Easter
30 [St. Pius V, Pope]

8

1577—1622
Pious lawyer Mark Rey becomes
zealous Capuchin priest "Fidelis".

Effective Counter-Reformation preacher
in Switzerland; martyred April 24th..

Triduum Prayers
Good Friday
Christ, you did not hide from pain nor death.
Lamb of God, lead me through the shadowed valley,
rend the veil that I may behold the Divine
even while the earth quakes and I tremble
in the darkness that has come over the land. Amen

Holy Saturday
Grant me patience to hold the sorrow.
Grant me strength to move under the weight of grief.
Grant me the confidence of the Saturday people,
who know the dawn will break open the darkness. Amen

Easter Sunday
Alleluia!
The ground is broken;
the cornerstone is laid.
The Kingdom of God
is before us awaiting to built.
Alleluia! –mkj

1803 – 1841
Marist missionary priest sent to

Oceania. Martyred on Futuna Island
April 28th; patron of Oceania.



9



On the Stained Glass of St. Charles
Sometimes your mind wanders during the homily. It

happens no matter who you are. On this particular
Sunday, the sun was shining brightly in through the
stained glass window of the Last Supper. I do not
remember who the homilist was. I was disturbed that I
could not count twelve apostles in the glass. I first
thought maybe the artist left out Judas, but here he was
in the lower left, a bag of shiny money in his hands,
head bent looking at it, lost to the moment. I counted
some faces looking down, some up, at the Christ. I still
could not get to twelve.
During that week I was assigned to serve at a

Communion Service, and so that day I sat for a while
after, still looking for the lost apostle. Later that day I
e-mailed or messaged Vince Brady, to see if he knew.
He was in Colorado. I was on my own.
The search led me to think about writing a series of

reflections on the figures in the piece, and so I began to
seek information of a general nature on the piece. I
remembered that Fr. Gallatin had once told me that the
glass was of French origin. I still faced a blank wall,
until our Parish Secretary pointed out a reference to our
parish in the book the Archdiocese published a few
years ago. The artist was Gabriel Loire, from Chartres,
France. Using the power of Google, I found he had
passed on, but that his heirs still ran his atelier, (art
place), creating glass “in the shadow of Chartres
Cathedral.” On their website, there was a picture of the
shop, with said shadow in place.
I e-mailed them, adding my Francis Tuttle-educated

French with some Google French. They sent back
outstanding pictures of the creation of the glass, and
even photostats of the original contracts. The glass
contract was signed off on St. Patrick’s Day, 1967. At

Archdiocesan Archivist George Rigazzi’s office, in an
old Oklahoma Courier, I found an article describing the
dedication of our church building, and a picture of
Bishop Reed wielding a censor at the dedication on
September 19th, 1968.
We celebrated some time ago the fiftieth anniversary

of our parish. This year is the fiftieth anniversary of the
church building itself. (Mass was originally in Beckman
Hall.) The Parish Council, after consultation, has
authorized looking into commemoration of this event.
The stained glass will probably be central to that
commemoration, and a couple of different avenues are
being pursued. Some attention will also be paid to the
in-the-round nature of our architecture. Fr. Luschen has
directed that this be done centered around the Feast of
St. Charles, November 4th.
Gabriel Loire was a world famous glazier. His works

span from Germany to Japan to Massachusetts to Warr
Acres, OK. Sometimes we become so attached to the
every day that we miss out on the truly phenomenal at
our elbow. Take some time to look closer at the glass.
(Loire’s signature is on at least two of them.) Find the
Christmas Magi. Who is that third person in the Bap-
tism of Jesus scene?
There is no lost twelfth apostle. Three of the apostles

face away from us in the Last Supper scene, bottom
center. The last one on the left is impossibly thin. Easy
for him to get lost. Hard to see when you should be
paying attention to the homily. This wandering process,
however, may bring us to appreciate the beauty of a
God who is always with us. I will still do the
reflections. Just wanted to share the path to them.

—Deacon William Gorden

Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122

(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org

We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Michael Carpenter, Libby
Determan, Jennifer Hernandez, Deacon William Gorden, Todd Gungoll, Kathy Judge, Monica Knudsen,
Kathy Marks, Andrea McCoy, Margaret Phipps, Charlene Smith. Alex Weintz.

Humilitas
6 What do you call a country where everyone drives a red car?

A red carnation.
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